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Film reflection
Netflix movie the 13th is a documentary based on the United States constitutional amendment of 1865. This amendment prohibited any form of slavery or discrimination of people across the United States and its jurisdiction. The 1 hour and 40 minutes movie have its name from this amendment. The movie examines racial inequality in the United States and how it has contributed to the mass imprisonment of black Americans in the country. The movie highlights the loophole left by the amendment that has been used to carry out systematic racial discrimination in the country. The amendment said no American resident was supposed to be subjected to slavery, either voluntary or involuntary, except for one convicted of a crime and given as a form of punishment. At the start, the movie gives worrying statistics of the United States, which has only 5% of the world population but has 25% of the world population of inmates. Although the country illegalized racism and slavery, the vice still exists within society and now practiced by the police to arrest the blacks and put them in prisons in mass incarceration. Du Vernay, the director of the movie, criticizes the two political parties for perpetuating racism in the country instead of prohibiting it. It goes ahead to describe the dangers in society caused by systematic racism. The movie ends with the interviewees questioning how people tolerated slavery before the civil wars and warns the same might happen again. Still, people have to be vigilant to eliminate the vice. 
In the documentary, it is clear that the criminality ideas about blacks are still in people's minds. This was a perception that all black Americans were criminals and were supposed to be arrested and jailed. This perception is what is driving the police to fill prison with innocent black Americans. Although discrimination and racism have been prohibited through the law, there is a loophole used by the authority to perpetuate the vice. Police arrest innocent African Americans by claiming they are criminals and exposing them to slavery and racism discrimination using the amendment that slavery should only be used when punishing a criminal. As such, it shows how racism has taken another course after the amendment and the civil wars. Modern slavery and racism are fueled by the politicians and the media, as per the documentary. Du Vernay says using the phrase “super predators” as used by Hillary Clinton to refer to African Americans. The advocacy of the death penalty by Donald trump also fueled racism in the country. The documentary is relevant to class learning as it tackles a big vice in the American society of racism that has taken roots since the time of slavery.  
At the opening of the documentary, a speech by Baraka Obama is played, and it highlights the worrying statistics of prisoners in the United States compared to the country's population. Although the country has only 5% of the world's population, 25% of the world's prisoners come from the United States. There are numerous attempts to seek equality, but the more the country attempts to bring equality and, the system in the country finds a way of restoring inequality. This is done through legislation of discriminative laws and amendments that leave a loophole for exploitation. Statistics show that the number of prisoners in the United States has been on the rise since the 1940s. This lead to the rise of human rights movements to fight for civil rights. As the numbers increase, more families are being destroyed based on color and gender. The documentary was worrying about understanding that blacks are still considered evil people filled with immorality. At the same time, whites are regarded as pure and clean, and they are the only human beings who should be treated with respect. The myth of superiority has not vanished in American society and has continued to hurt the country and its people. It is also worrying about understanding that the police have been killing innocent people claiming to be criminals. For example, Tamir Rice, Philando Castile, and Eric Garner are some of the many killed. 
Although the film was meant to address the social inequalities and racism in the country, it can be seen that the film was mainly based on black Americans. The film only advances the idea that African Americans are evil as it only shows what has been termed as evil by the white community of the country. The documentary also included a practice by Ku Klux Klan that was humiliating to the people and termed them as heroes in the society. Also, it depicts the birth of a nation as parallel to what it termed as modern systems and biases. Du Vernay says that although segregation has been withdrawn from society and schools, African Americans' perception still exists. This was drawn from films of 1915. To show her stand, DuVernay criticized the nation's political parties for what is seen as fueling racism. She signals out words y former first lady Hillary Clinton and former President Donald Trump as acts of racism and biasness. It is so clear that racism in the country has taken another dimension even with the increased efforts of many people to agitate for equality. The system is determined to keep the equalities in the society. 
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